
Rare Earth Elements – Erbium 
 

After extraction, rare earths ores and concentrates are separated and processed into single rare earth oxides and compounds, including Er 
oxides and compounds (such as glass additives for example). These processed materials are used to make coloured glass and optical fibres 
amplifiers, the last finished product being not included in our study due to non-significant tonnages. The figure below presents the value chain 
of erbium with the main uses. 
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